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I. Introduction
* Words highlighted in blue are defined in the glossary.

Water quality issues in the Lower Grand River and at local Lake Michigan beaches are
routinely the focus of public concern in the greater Tri-Cities area of NW Ottawa County,
Michigan. The greater Tri-Cities area includes the cities of Grand Haven, Spring Lake and
Ferrysburg, the Village of Spring Lake, and the townships of Fruitport, Crockery, Grand
Haven, and Robinson. While a number of planning and implementation projects
addressing water quality have been completed over the last 20 years, results of these efforts
are not well synthesized nor are they broadly shared with community officials or the
general public. The communities in the greater Tri-Cities area decided to join together to
develop a Clean Water Legacy Plan (Legacy Plan) in which they could build on past
efforts, address gaps in the current state of knowledge, and establish an action plan to
address the water quality issues through a public process. Completion of the Legacy Plan
would be accomplished by compiling and synthesizing the existing information,
developing outreach and educational materials to share the compiled information with the
public via meetings and forums, and then using the feedback from the public process to
shape the action plan recommendations to be outlined in the Legacy Plan.

The Lower Grand River begins in Ionia County and flows westward, ultimately draining
into Lake Michigan. The river borders many townships and at its westernmost reach, it
flows through the communities of Grand Haven, Spring Lake, and Ferrysburg, commonly
known as the Tri-Cities area. The Lower Grand River watershed area drains 2,909 square
miles of land. A watershed is an area of land in which all the rainfall and snowmelt from
that area drains to the lowest point, usually a stream or lake. For the Lower Grand River
watershed, all rainfall and snowmelt drains to the Grand River, via tributaries and storm
drains. The three largest tributaries are the Rogue River, Flat River, and Thornapple River.

An undisturbed watershed has a natural pollution filtering system by way of its soils,
grasses, trees, and aquatic plants. A watershed provides habitat for plants and animals.

However, as more and more people
inhabit watersheds, pollution is increased
and the filtering capacity of the watershed
is decreased. Pollutants generated by
human activity are carried to the water by
wind and by surface runoff from rain and
snowmelt. Pollutants can also be carried
to surface waters through groundwater
movement from contaminated aquifers.
This pollution results in degraded water
quality of the streams and lakes, a loss of
native plant and animal species, an

increase in non-native plants and animals, and an overall reduction in the quality of the
environment.

Harbor Island


